
MILD ILLNESS SEVERE ILLNESSMODERATE ILLNESS

COVID+ and PUI Admission Criteria and Care Pathway
This pathway is a guide and does not supersede clinical judgement

Well appearing

No hypoxia (>94%)

No tachypnea (<22)

Discharge with 

urgent follow up and 

home pulse Ox

Treatment & Observations Principles:

-Investigate/treat other causes of 

illness

-Titrate O2 via NC to >89%

-Bronchodilator use as needed

-Avoid CT unless indicated (i.e. r/o 

PTE)

-Administer antibiotics if indicated

-IVF management (1 liter bolus)

-Consider Acetaminophin for fever

-Check resting O2 (91-92% ok)

-Check exertional O2 (89-90% ok)

-Assess other factors* to increase 

admission consideration

Proceed with critical care & 

admit to ICU

No viral testing

No routine CXR

No exertion O2 sat

Other diagnostics as indicated 

by exam

Severe Respiratory Distress 

or Shock

*Other Factors:

 1) High risk conditions (older 

age, DM, morbid obesity, 

immunosuppression, chronic lung 

disease, CKD, HTN, CAD) 2) 

Tachypnea >22 breaths per 

minute 3) Concern for 

dehydration (Diarrhea, N/V, 

Orthostatic despite IV hydration) 

4) Poor social situation/concern 

for self-care at home (e.g. lives 

alone) 

Exertional O2 Sat Test 

<88%=Admit

89-95%=D/c w/ urgent f/u

>95%=Discharge

Other need for admission?

NO

Risk factors plus clinically 

moderate illness?

NO

Discharge home with COVID 

Precautions

YES

YES

Unwell Appearing

Hypoxia (<=94%)

Tachypnea (>22)

Other Factors*

No clinical deterioration

Exertional O2 sat >89%

No other factors* increasing risk

No lab or other findings requiring 

admission

Admit to floor

NOYES

Respiratory distress on 

5LNC, or other clinical 

deterioration
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