
Patient presents with opioid withdrawal 
symptoms, narcotic seeking, or an 

infectious complication of IV opioid abuse

Does the patient 
have DSM criteria for Opioid 

Use Disorder (OUD)?

Treat as appropriate for other 
medical condition(s) or reason 

for visit

If female, is the patient  
UPT positive?

Yes

No

Consult Psychiatry or PES 
(6-4468). MAT to be provided 
by addiction specialists only

Yes

Assess for withdrawal 
using COWS score

Call PES (6-4468) and request a 
peer navigator for evaluation.  
Provide time and space for 

evaluation.
Note: POD not needed.No

COWS <8
(No or Mild 
Withdrawal)

Provide 
Buprenorphine/Naloxone 

induction in the ED:
1) Give 4mg/1mg SL tab

2) Repeat in 60 minutes if 
patient still displays symptoms.

Call PES (6-4468) and request a 
peer navigator for evaluation  
after medication treatment. 

COWS ?  8
(Mod or Severe 

Withdrawal)

Discharge with intranasal 
naloxone and consider home 

induction with prescription for 7 
days of buprenorphine/naloxone 

8mg/2mg PO BID.

Provide overdose education.

Discharge with intranasal 
naloxone and a prescription for 7 
days of buprenorphine/naloxone 

8mg/2mg PO BID.

Provide overdose education.

Follow-up at Resource Recovery 
Center (RRC) for intake assessment

 and referral for long-term treatment of 
substance abuse and co-occuring disorders

Provide & review with all patients "ED-Opiate Use 
Disorder (Custom)"  discharge instructions

Add OUD to the patient's diagnosis
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